
FEBRUAY 26, 2021

Dear St. Martin’s Parishioners,  
 
This Sunday’s first reading is the well known account of
Abraham’s obeying God to the point of nearly sacrificing his
own son, Isaac. At the last second, God sends an angel to
stay Abraham’s hand, and Isaac is spared. This disconcerting
account prefigures the moment when God the Father does not
spare his only begotten Son, but sends him to be the sacrificial
victim for the redemption of the world. The Passion, Death,
and Resurrection of Christ—the Paschal Mystery—is the key to
interpreting all of Scripture, and to interpreting all the events of
our lives as well. Our lives take on full meaning and purpose
inasmuch as we participate in Christ’s cross, self-denial, selfoffe-
ring, radical forgiveness, witness to the truth and sacrificial
love. Lent is a period of repentance for the many times that we
have willfully deviated from this pattern of life, choosing instead
comfort, self-seeking, and self-aggrandizement.

As a I write this, new entrance doors are currently being
installed in the church. The beautiful old oak doors were totally
warped and faded, and creaked terribly as you opened them.
We’re saving the old brass hardware for the new doors, so
we can keep the unique look of the parish doors. I hope that
by this Sunday both the exterior and interior doors are fully
functioning. This Saturday we begin painting the sanctuary of
the church. The intricate new design may take a few months
to complete, but I hope everyone finds it to be a sacred and
beautiful addition to the church. Once again, I cannot thank
enough the volunteers who continue to help in refurbishing and
beautifying the church and our property.

After twenty years at the helm, our pantry coordinator, Chuck
Smith, is stepping back from his duties. We owe a huge debt
of gratitude to him for his dedication to the pantry, its volunteers
and its clients. Chuck goes about his work in the most humble
fashion, not drawing attention to himself. This past year was
the most demanding in the pantry’s history, and Chuck led the
way in responding to the needs of the community. We have
served the needy during the length of this pandemic, and have
done so without one known case of coronavirus transmission
occurring. The day-in and day-out efforts of Chuck and our
other volunteers—as well as the many people who faithfully
donate items—is one of the underreported stories that has
helped our community withstand the ravages of the past year.
Thank you, Chuck, and Godspeed on your future endeavors
in the parish.

In Christ,
Fr. Dave
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