
April 30, 2021

Dear St. Martin’s Parishioners,
 
On Saturday, May 1 the church celebrates St. Joseph the
Worker. Contrary to what we might suppose, human labor
is not a consequence of original sin. Certainly, the rigor and
strain that we may experience in labor is a consequence of
original sin, but God gave us work to be a blessing. Before
the sin of Adam, God had given him the command to tend
the garden. Through our work, we are participating in the
extension and perfection of God’s creation throughout history.
Jesus says in John’s gospel, “My Father is working still, and
I am working.” Work does not only benefit creation and
society, but it also perfects our humanity. That is, work has an
external and an internal goal: the production of something
good and useful outside of ourselves, and the production of
something good and virtuous within ourselves.

In this year which has been especially strenuous for so many
workers—emergency first responders, health care workers,
doctors, teachers, and many others—we beg the intercession
of St. Joseph for perseverance and grace for them to meet the
challenges of their jobs. We also implore St. Joseph for those
who have lost their jobs or have had them severely cut back
over the past year, and who struggle to support themselves
and their families. Our pantry and St. Vincent de Paul Society
continue to respond to the needs of those who face serious
challenges because of the loss of employment.

In this year of St. Joseph, we have been blessed with many
selfless and generous individuals who have given of their
talents and time to serve the parish, whether that be in
maintenance of the church and property, or in the restoration
work that has been done in the church. The work of
volunteers in St. Martin’s is like no other parish I know of, and
in gratitude I ask St. Joseph to extend his powerful blessing
and intercession over all of you.

Pope Francis is imploring the Church throughout the world to
pray in a special way during May for the end of the pandemic.
During May, we honor our Blessed Mother, and so we turn
to her throughout this month to intercede before the throne
of her Son that this pandemic cease its devastation upon the
world. I ask that you pray the rosary during May, if possible
on a daily basis, with that intention in mind.

In the Holy Family,
Fr. Dave
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